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MAR. -10" 03IMON) 16:06 ALSTON & BIRD 
Atlomey's Docket No. JM24B-R&D 



TEL:919 420 2260 



PATENT 



Response Under 37 C.F,R* 1.116 - Expewted 
Procedure-- Examining Group 1731 

JN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re: Dubeetal. Confirmation No.: 7464 

AppL No.: 09/624,820 Group Art Unit: 1731 

Filed: July 25, 2000 Examiner: D. Walls 

For: METHOD OF TMPROVlNG FLAVOR IN SMOKING ARTICLE 



March 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Waahinglon, DC 20231 



NOTICE Of APPEAL To Tllli: BOARD 
Of Pa tknt Appeals and Interferkncics 
37 Cb-H. § 1-191 



Sir: 



Applicant in the above-identified patent 4pplication hereby Appeals to the Board of 
Appeals and Interferences from the decision dated December 1 0, 2002, rejecting the following 
Claims M. 6-9j3,:ind 15-24, 

The fee for this Notice of Appeal under 37 CFR § 1,1 7(b) is aiithorimi: 
S The Commissioner (S hereby wthorized to charge Deposit Account No. 16-0605 in the 

amount of $ 320.00 for the petition fee. 

□ Apphcant claims small entity status and a check for $160.00 is enclosed, 

13 Any additional fee or refund may be charged to our Deposit Account No. 1 6-0605 > 

□ A petition for an extension of time unjiir 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America pjpza 

101 South Tryon Streel. Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (919) 862-2200 

Fax Raleigh Office (919) 862-2260 



RTAOI/213Jfi05vl 

Recwed from < 919 420 2260 > at mm 4:06:08 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



Ryan W. Cagle 
Registration No. 47, 
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• MAR. -10' 03(M0N) 16:06 RoN k BIRD 



TEL:919 420 2260 



P. 013 



In re: Dube etaL 
Appl.No.: 09/624.820 
Filing Dqtc: July 25, 2000 
?apc2 



nCKTlPlCArUJN OF KAt'SIMIHi: I KANS(Vll>vSM)N 

I \)€xeby iitrMl'y lliui Uiiji (Jupcr h htfina futrsimili: tnjnsmiucil lo ihe Puieini. 
nml Traijcmarfc Ollicc at Fax No. an}) Kll-^}]]. *in ihe dutc nbown bLluw. 



(Type or 0m\ numi; ofperfioji bisninn cmlfitijiicin.) 
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CERTIFJCATB OP MAILrNG 

I hca-hy ccniry ihni ihis ctwisipoiitJcncu is buhia UupuisitLiJ \vrth ihc 
Uniicd Stqicii Pfvsifll Service wiih siilTicicm poMasc as Hrsi clws 
muil in on envelope qc|t|n:H.Hi;il lo: |H>X A I', Commissioiicf Tor 
Pntems. Wafihinfiiai). DC202JI un March I0,2nu3. 
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Received from < 919 420 2260 > at 3/10/03 4:06:08 PM [Eastern StaniianI Time] 



